port, the inn where he had been told to meet Wilmot was
full of soldiers and in his character of groom he had to
blunder through a yard full of them.

" They were very angry with me for my rudeness," he
remembered.

Then when a ship was found, the master paid and all in
readiness for a quiet getaway in the morning, the captain's
wife upset their calculations by locking her husband in his
room and threatening to give the alarm unless the scheme
were abandoned. Hurrying away from this place the fugi-
tives were saved from being overtaken and examined as
suspicious persons only because they missed the road and
their pursuers went past them.

They rode on to Brighton before they dared try again
for a boat. Here at last they were successful, and made a
deal with Captain Tattersall, who was off on a coasting
voyage. He was not averse to going out of his way suffi-
ciently to cross the Channel and his price was not exor-
bitant considering the risk. As soon as he saw his passenger,
however, he recognized him, for he had been on one of the
fishing boats which Charles* fleet had captured and re-
leased three years before. He made no noise about it.

" I took no kind of notice of it presently to him," said
Charles, " but thinking it convenient not to let him go
home lest he should be asking advice of his wife or anybody
else, we kept him with us in the inn and sat up all night
drinking beer and taking tobacco with him/'

The inn-keeper too was aware of his guest's identity,
and sought him out alone to beg the privilege of kissing his
hand, a favour which his Majesty graciously granted,

** God bless you wheresoever you go! " exclaimed the
good man. " I do not doubt before I die but to be a lord
and my wife a lady.**
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